


KEEPING AND BREEDING SNAKES OF THE GENUS LAMPROPELTIS

The most important period lies between the first of
August and the first of December. In this period the
females have to gain a large amount of bodyweight
before they are hibernated. In this period, | offer
the females two prey items every week whereas the
males only get one.

It is very important to establish an overall tempe-
rature, ranging from 24 to 28 degrees Celsius, to
ensure good digestion. The females store fat in the
anterior (front) part of the body, which is used to
produce the eggs later on. On the whole, males
need less food, compared to females of the same
size, they also store less fat. But it's important the
males are well fed before hibernation, since they
often do not eat during the mating season
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Lampropeltis triangulum campbelli

From the first of December to the first of March,
the animals are hibernated af temperatures ran-
ging from 8 to 12 degrees Celsius, depending on
the outside temperature. | establish this tempera-
ture by switching of the central heating in the
room. Furthermore it is important to stop feeding
the animals two weeks before hibernation, to ens-
ure there is nothing remaining in the digestive
tract of the animal.

The animals are only offered water during this
period. Finally all the lighting is switched off. On
the first of March | turn the heating back on, to
about 28 degrees Celsius, and the animals are given
a photoperiod of 16 hours. The snakes usually take
food 24 hours after being warmed up again. It is of
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